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100 Years of Camp Archbald 
By: Sarah Piccini 

  For children, and par-

ticularly for Girl Scouts, 

summer is traditionally 

the time for fun in the 

sun at sleepaway camps 

in peaceful rural loca-

tions. This year, alt-

hough many camps are 

closed for safety, they 

still provide warm mem-

ories of past summer 

visits (and perhaps in-

spire backyard s’mores)! 

   This year marks the 

100th anniversary of 

Camp Archbald, a Girl 

Scout camp on the 

shores of Ely Lake in 

Kingsley, PA. It is the second-oldest Girl 

Scout camp in world, after Camp Bonnie 

Brae in Massachusetts. In 1918, Girl Scouts 

began camping at Lake Coxton, but the site 

didn’t meet their needs for a permanent 

camp. A committee led by Mrs. Thomas 

Archbald found Ely Lake on the recommen-

dation of a neighbor in Brooklyn, PA. In 

1920,  the first campers pitched tents on 

land rented from a neighbor, Shirley Ste-

vens, before the committee purchased the 

property in 1921 and named the camp in 

honor of Mrs. Archbald. Campers rode the 

Northern Electric Trolley to a nearby sta-

tion and hiked the last mile to camp, fol-

lowed by camp trucks hauling heavier 

items.  

    Camp Archbald’s foundation owes a lot to 

another thing for which Girl Scouts are fa-

mous: cookies. While the initial purchase of 

49 acres was paid for through a private sub-

scription, later land acquisitions in 1926 

and 1959 were paid for through the profits 

of cookie sales.  Early campers simply 

pitched tents before 1925,  when the first 

permanent tent units were formed– Hill-

crest, Pioneer, and Greenwood. The first 

cabins for campers were built in 1932.  The 

most impressive historic building on the 

property is Schooney Hall, built in 1928. 

W.J. Schoonover immortalized his mother, 

Roxy Ann, over the fire place with the 

words, “Best citizens come from the homes 

where there is a loyal, help-
Cont. on pg. 6 
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A Word from the President… 
 

Hello Everyone, 
 

   It is truly remarkable to think about how life has changed due to the 

Covid-19 pandemic. All of us have developed a new perspective on daily 

living and the way we interact with others. In this issue of the LHS 

journal, you can read about the many ways our organization has 

adapted to the restrictions and cautions we’ve had to deal with as the 

coronavirus spread across the world, and ultimately the United States. 

As our forbearers taught us, we have remained strong and helped each 

other continue to do our very best. 

   We recently mailed you, our members,  a copy of the 2020-25 strate-

gic plan completed “virtually” after many months of work. The publica-

tion “Looking Back, Moving Forward” is offered as both a challenge 

and a guide to the future of the Lackawanna Historical Society.  I 

would like to thank the many individuals from both inside and outside 

our organization who contributed to its completion. In particular I 

would like to extend my appreciation to John Farkas, Ph.D., fellow 

Trustee and Planning Committee Chair, who kept us all motivated and 

on task during the process. I encourage you to read through it thor-

oughly, take in the quotes and photos included, and reflect on it. Your 

comments are most welcome. 

   In closing, I want to say thank you to the many supporters of our 

virtual programming, contributors to our financial requests, and vol-

unteers who continued to serve while wearing masks. I especially want 

to thank our staff and trustees for their continuing work and support 

during these challenging times. Stay well, be safe, wear a mask, and 

continue to be involved. 

             Sincerely yours, 

             Michael Gilmartin  

About Membership… Membership privileges include unlimited access to the  

Society library, 10% discount in our bookstore, advance notice, special discounts and invitations 
to all Society activities, members-only programs and the quarterly newsletter. Attached is a 
membership form you can use to renew your membership or give to a friend or 
neighbor who is interested in joining. Please return it to:                                    
The Lackawanna Historical Society at 232 Monroe Avenue, Scranton, PA  18510 
 

LACKAWANNA HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FORM  

 

   Student   $10 NAME  

   Individual   $35  

   Family    $45 ADDRESS 

   Contributing   $75   

   Sustaining   $150 

   Silver     $250 TELEPHONE 

   Gold     $500 

   Platinum     $1000 EMAIL 

Did you renew your 2020 Membership? 



PAGE 3                                 VOLUME 50, NO. 3 

At the Catlin House... 
 

  

Individual 
Beth Burkhauser, Scranton 

James Dougher, Dunmore 

Madison Galentine, Blakely 

Susan Connell Hogan, Danville CA 

Jodi LaCoe, Scranton 

Jess Meoni, Scranton 

Diana O’Donnell, McKeesport  

Charlene Roche, Barrington NH 
 

 

Sustaining 
Tom & Carmen Myles, Exton PA 

We are deeply grateful to 

everyone who made a  

donation to the Society on 

June 5 for the NEPA 

Gives day of giving! We raised more than 

$5,000 to help support our continued quest 

to document the history of Lackawanna 

County through our programs and exhibits. 

We are especially appreciative of our part-

ners at Toyota Scranton for their gift. 

Thank you all for your 

continued generosity 

and support of the LHS! 

NEPA Gives! Welcome New 

Members! 

Thank You for All You Do! 
We’d like to offer a special thank you to our “green thumbs” Chris 

Ewasho, Tom Cipriano, Rich Jenkins, Jeff Kiefer, Michael 

Gilmartin and John Ochman for volunteering their time to weed 

and plant flowers at the Catlin House! We appreciate your continu-

ing efforts to help get the grounds looking their best for summer!  
 

Rich and Tom also loaned their voices along with Jennifer  

Ochman, Julie Esty, John Farkas, Ph.D. and Laurie Cadden to help us bring our por-

traits alive for the Ghostly Gallery: Voices from Across Time. If you have not seen it yet be 

sure to visit http://www.lackawannahistory.org/aghostlygallery.html and stay tuned for 

new additions coming soon.  
 

Thanks also to Rick Sedlisky for his continuing great work on History Bytes, our online 

newsletter and to Don McKeon for volunteering his genealogy research services to help us 

continue to respond to queries through the spring and early summer. His excellent work was 

noted in this email note we recently received from genealogist Brian Conway:  
 

 “I wanted to let you know how much I’ve appreciated the help of Donald McKeon  

 who got in touch with me so promptly after I made contact with you from the UK.  

 He’s unlocked a family mystery regarding my great-grandfather that’s remain  

 unsolved for a long time.  His guiding hand and advice made what appeared to  

 be an unsolvable conundrum quite simple to break through. It speaks volumes  

 that your society and members like Don are prepared to volunteer their valuable  

 time to help people like me. Thank you so much and I wish you and your Society  

 all the very best.”  

http://www.lackawannahistory.org/aghostlygallery.html
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Summer Walking Tours are Back! 
  We’re excited to announce the return of our summer walking tours! These 

free guided tours provide local residents and visitors with a chance to learn 

more about Downtown Scranton’s magnificent architecture.  
 

   This year we will be offering tours on Friday evenings at 6 pm and on 

Saturday mornings at 11 am. The full schedule is as follows: 

Fri., July 31: meet Courthouse Square, cor. N. Washington & Linden 

Sat., Aug. 8: meet at Lackawanna College, cor. N. Washington & Vine 

Fri., Aug 14: meet at Cathedral, cor. Wyoming and Linden 

Sat., Aug. 22: meet at Elm Park, cor. Jefferson & Linden 

Fri., Aug. 28: meet Courthouse Square, cor. N. Washington & Linden 

Sat., Sept. 12: meet Courthouse Square, cor. N. Washington & Linden 

Fri., Sept. 18: meet at Lackawanna College, cor. N. Washington & Vine 
 

  Tours are limited to six people, and face masks are required of all par-

ticipants in accordance with recommendations from the office of Gover-

nor Tom Wolf. Learn more about your community and get some fresh air!  

Please call the Society at 570-344-3841 for reservations.  

“...come in, come in!” 

Catlin House to Offer Visits by Appointment 
   These last 5 months have been extraordinary, and the Lackawanna Historical Society staff 

has been challenged with adapting to working from home and increasing our virtual program-

ming. We have heard from many of our members about how impressed they have been with our 

activities including Sarah’s Daily Diversion’s on Facebook, Olivia’s creation of the Ghostly Gal-

lery, and our shared work in implementing Lackawanna Past Times and the Covid-19 Archive 

Data Collection survey.  The trustees supported the staff and worked with members, volunteers, 

and stakeholders to complete the strategic plan and continue to promote the Society and engage 

the public. LHS member Scott Herring offered an early challenge grant to ensure our financial 

stability during the shut down and more than 70 members and friends donated during NEPA 

Gives day. New memberships and renewals continued to come in, despite our being closed. We 

also raised more than $3600 at our Throwback Thursdays with family friendly socially dis-

tanced evenings at the Circle Drive-In and implemented the Genealogy Forum with assistance 

from Don McKeon, Barbara Spellman Shuta and Tom & Cyndie Price. 

   Of course, while these are all positive points, nothing compares to our day-to-day operations, 

when we can welcome visitors in person for tours and library research. So beginning on August 

18, the Society will slowly resume its operating hours by offering visits by appointment only. 

Our staff will be onsite to greet visitors and provide assistance in a safe sanitized environment. 

We will continue all necessary precautionary practices including limiting person-to-person con-

tact, limiting the number of visitors, maintaining social distancing, and enforcing the use of face 

masks. This will be considered the first phase of our reopening plan and more details will be an-

nounced as we monitor the situation. 
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LHS Strategic Plan Released 

  In our 134 year history, the Society has grown and changed 

from our initial foundation as the Lackawanna Institute of 

History and Science, with an ever-expanding collection and 

recent online presence. In October 2019, the Society began to 

explore strategic planning to look to the future and address 

our next five years. A core committee led by John Farkas, 

Ph.D. and comprised of Michel Gilmartin, Joseph Garvey, El-

la Rayburn, Mary Ann Moran Savakinus and Sarah Piccini 

surveyed members, volunteers, donors, and other stakehold-

ers regarding perceptions of the Society and the challenges we 

face. The committee’s recommendations for goals and strate-

gies were recently approved by the Board of Trustees, and prioritizes financial security, mem-

ber engagement, expanded programs and technology, Catlin House usage, and public aware-

ness. In implementing this plan, we hope to continue “looking back and moving forward” as we 

strive to inspire the exploration of Lackawanna County history while facing new challenges in 

the 21st century. We would like to thank all who took the time to answer our stakeholder sur-

vey to add their voices to our planning process. If you have not received your copy in the mail 

please let us know; extra copies of the plan are available at the Catlin House.  

Did you miss an episode? 

“Lackawanna Past Times” Virtual Programs 
While our doors are closed, we’ve moved our historical programming online! Our “Lackawanna 

Past Times” Zoom series provides an easy way to learn more about local history, from movie 

magnates to trolley travels. The video from each program is available on our YouTube channel 

at https://www.youtube.com/user/lackawannahistory/videos. Past topics include: 

“A Scarcity of Caskets: The 1918 Spanish Flu in Scranton” with Sarah Piccini 

“Italian Festivals in Lackawanna County” with Stephanie Longo 

“Scranton’s Downtown Architecture” with Mary Ann Moran Savakinus 

“From Suffragists to Senators: 100 Years of Women’s Suffrage” with Sarah Piccini 

“A Visit from General Winfield Scott” portrayed by John Hart 

“Louisa May Alcott” portrayed by Jenn Ochman 

“Electric Cars in the Electric City” with George Gula 

“Sylvester Poli: Builder of Palaces” with Stephanie Longo 

“Weddings Through History” with Maureen Hart 

“Dirty Little Secrets: Mary Ann and Sarah Tell All”  

“A Ride Along the Laurel Line” with George Gula 

“General Dan Sickles” portrayed by John W. Griffiths 

“A Return to Rocky Glen” with Bob Savakinus 

“The Daughters of the American Revolution” with Kathy Zinskie 

“Working on the Railroad” with Tom Myles 

Thanks for watching, and stay tuned for more programs coming soon! 

https://www.youtube.com/user/lackawannahistory/videos
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ful wife or a loving, practical mother. As a 

tribute to such a noble woman, this building 

is presented to the Girl Scouts of Scranton by 

her son.” Located in the center of camp, the 

building’s porch and patio are mined from a 

quarry on the camp property.  

    Today, the 2881/2 acre camp features fields, 

meadows and woodland, along with a main 

lodge, dining hall, infirmary, trading post 

(the camp store), arts and craft center, care-

taker’s cabin, and numerous cabin units— 

even a houseboat! Ely Lake provides a place 

for swimming, boating, and kayaking, as 

well as Red Cross safety training. Camp pro-

grams are open to girls from first through 

12th grades, and focus on different themes, 

from crafting to horseback riding, culinary 

arts to outdoor survival– even a Harry Pot-

ter-themed “Hogsmeade Retreat!”  

    Camp Archbald continues to provide pro-

grams for scouts and is available for group 

rentals. Recently the regional Girl Scout 

Council  discussed the potential sale of the 

camp, but a group of community members, 

camp alumni, and others formed the non-

profit Supporters of Camp Archbald (SoCA) 

to protect and promote the camp,  hosting 

fundraisers and cleanups, and sponsoring 

camp programs.  By keeping Camp Archbald 

alive and thriving, SoCA is helping scouts 

build the skills needed to unleash their inner 

G.I.R.L (Go-Getter, Innovator, Risk-taker, 

Leader).  

Camp Archbald 100th Anniversary 

Patch in a Box! 
Do you know a Girl Scout? Girls of all  

ages can mark Camp Archbald’s 100th  

anniversary by completing the virtual  

“Patch in a Box” activities created by SoCA. 

Learn the camp song, research scouting 

alumni, and create artwork to earn your 

patch. Find full details online at  
https://supportersofcamparchbald.org/events/100th-

anniversary/patch-in-a-box/  

Cont. from pg. 1 
Revisit the early days of Camp Archbald 

with this article from 

“The Scranton Republican” on July 29, 1922! 

https://supportersofcamparchbald.org/events/100th-anniversary/patch-in-a-box/
https://supportersofcamparchbald.org/events/100th-anniversary/patch-in-a-box/


PAGE 7                                 VOLUME 50, NO. 3 

“You Live Here; You Should Know This!”   
Meet the Winners 

Congratulations to Mike Taluto and Matt Pritchyk of the Lackawanna County Fair for being 

crowned “Local History Legends of 

Lore” in the “virtual edition” of our 

game show on May 30th! After ten 

years of hosting the show live we 

had to adapt to an  online Zoom for-

mat with our friends at ECTV 

streaming the show live on YouTube 

and the ECTV station. Thank you to 

all of our contestants and the teach-

ers and students from Valley View 

and Riverside who were so enthusi-

astic to take on new challenges and 

continue to bring the game show to 

audiences. Want to catch up on what you missed? You can view the videos of each game on EC-

TV’s YouTube channel at https://www.youtube.com/c/ElectricCityTelevision/videos.  

Nancy’s Corner 

The 4th of July is an iconic American holiday, commem-

orating the day the Declaration of Independence was 

adopted by the Continental Congress. However, in 

Scranton, the city's ethnic heritage and immigrant roots 

still found expression on the most star-spangled of days 

when, on July 4-6, 1929, the Scranton Male Chorus 

hosted the National Eisteddfod of America, a Welsh 

singing competition that drew thousands to the Watres 

Armory.  The Scranton Republican described it as a 

“feast of music,” including an evening oratorio, two days 

of competitive singing, and a day of sacred song.  The 

eisteddfod choir, under the direction of Prof. David Jen-

kins, opened the event with an performance of “Judas 

Maccabeus,” an oratorio about the tribes of Judea 

fighting for their faith. Prizes for solo musical perfor-

mances and spoken poetry were awarded. 
 

 

NOTE: The Lackawanna Historical Society is pleased to offer Nancy’s  
Corner celebrating our musical history and dedicated in memory of LHS  
member and friend Nancy Farkas. Nancy was a true lover of the arts,  
especially music, and we hope that by sharing stories about our rich  
musical heritage, we will honor her memory and inspire others 

https://www.youtube.com/c/ElectricCityTelevision/videos
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Are you receiving History BYTES? 
Please send your email address to lackawannahistory@gmail.com to make sure you are on the list. 

We’re excited to see you!  
The Catlin House will be open for small group tours and research by appointment only beginning on August 18.  

Facemasks must be worn and social distancing is required. Thank you. 
 

 Throw Back Thursday with special showing of “Caddyshack”   
Thursday, August 20 at the Circle Drive-In. Movie will begin at dusk. ($8 adults & $5 children) 
Portion of the proceeds benefit the Lackawanna Historical Society.  
Guests are reminded to follow social distancing guidelines set by the Circle Drive-In. 

 

 Guided Downtown Walking Tours 

Learn more about Scranton’s architectural heritage! See pg. 4 for full schedule. 
 

 Lackawanna Past Times  Bimonthly Fridays at 2 pm via Zoom meetings 
Scheduled presenters include Local Fire Companies historian Joe Klapatch on August 7;  Dearly Departed Players  
founder Julie Esty on August 21; Women Vets historian Janice Gavern on Setpember 4 and Dorflinger Factory Museum 
founder Jim Asselstine on September 18. Stay tuned to email blasts and Facebook posts for scheduling updates. 

 

 Genealogy Forum  Please call or email to register 
Local genealogists are invited to join us to share ideas, research tips, and local resources. 
August 12, 1 pm: Cyndie Price presents Family Research & Documentation with a focus  
on how to apply for membership in the DAR; September 2, 1 pm: Martina Soden presents  
Resources of the Albright Memorial Library; October 14, 1 pm: Tom Price presents 
A Review of Local Cemetery records  

 

 Virtual Scavenger Hunt  coming in October, details TBA 

Upcoming Events & Virtual Happenings 


