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A Letter from My Great-Grandfather
Introduction by Kelly Sinkler

In 1953, my great-grandfather, Joseph Sinkler, wrote a letter to his daughter Frances “Saz” Sinkler about
our family history (the Sinklers and Kings). Since Joe went into detail about his childhood in Lackawanna
County, PA, | thought the historical society would like a copy of the letter. | included the 1880 census in
which he is five years old so you can see to which family he belonged. Names are shaded in blue.

Kkendham,Pa

Just a few lines to &ay

10W..¥OU are all well,

avdarprm

Railway company postcard dated October 5, 1906
Photo and captions courtesy of Kelly Sinkler

When they worked the railroad, they would be away from home for a long time, so the railway company
would make these postcards for them and write them for the men and send them to their families so that
their families knew they were still alive and working. There were no phones and working men tend not to
write, so the company took over that task.



N Chilcago 37, Illinoie
: areh 27, 19¢3

Dear Saz:

e recieved your letter of February 27th, end if my
memory serves e correctly Daddy King paseed away either in 1898
or 1899, e were-living in Scranton at that timp, end Daddy used
to come to our home once or twice 2 nmonth, Ennsgvould pet kim come
lunch end a ecan or beer +hich ne enjoyed very much.

Now, about the Sinkler Famlly, eince I am the only one
left from the original femily I +il11 try snd give what I can rem-
emeber since I wae about four yeare of age, | running eround in
Aresceq, ... they nut ue in vants about filve vears af cge). My
fether, Frenk Sinkler vae born in Germeny snd raieed on & form not
Ter from berlin amd Frenkfort., lecusee I ueed to heer him tallk of
thore torng, In thope deye in Germsny it vag complusory for a boy
wLen e resched the fge of twenty-one to Five himeelf un to the Army,
Education *ne alge complueory eo my father had a #00d education be-
fore hie mi itary training hegan. Ly fatber aerveéd in the Germany-
Army, fighting in the Frenco-Prueeian Yar, vhieb I think wee 1871.
At any rate 1ile many otrer Germene he aid not like the idea of be.
ing compelled to Témain in the Army ro at hie errlieet convenience
he left Germseny and came to Americe.... at the age of 27 or 78 years,

In thnee daye it vae cufetouary for the Southern nlsustion
oviners to contact our Immigration norte sna nrlek up the young men
end take them far work op thelr nlentaions., I yeeq to, hear him te1l
about his exrerience ep & Southern nlentetion vorkes, ke geemed. to
like it sg pe alvaye bed a good word far the Southern renple, He
later wvorked hie vay North and landea comerhere in and around Eethle-
ham |, Pa. bvecrure ne taliked a rreat deal shout working in the gteel-
mille. It could have “een the geme Hethleham Steel Comneny of today,

@

Hnwever, he muet heve wnrkeq In the cteel Job for some time
becaure in thie locality he met my mother, whikh would be your grand-
mother on the Sinkler elde of the family. In snd around ~ethlehem,
Eaeton and Alien Torn ( rs ) ie whers the Yennsylvenis Duteh cettled.
liy mother being a Penneylvenis Duteh voman, ie where we zet our nat-
lonality frar g fBave nevep aclmowrleduaeq any—~%hing elre, but being of
}’e1-m9y1wanir£%§s%‘ent .

The above is ahout 21l I cen remember of my Ffather!a
early 1ife. The next recnrd I have ahout myeelf end the Sinklerp
Temily ie that I vae bOPn in viet e lnoen ae the Seranton Flats,
Scranton, Pe., on Decedmber h, 1800, e lived in the south cide
of Seranton until I wee five or flx yesre of fee, when we moved to
a mining tovn knovn ae 3ibley. ( nrmed after ¢ men by toet name, who
vith a man nemeqd McClnre)owned end operated the Sibley Hard Coal
bine ond Braker), Hy father at thie nolnt vas a cosl miner, =snad
vorked for the above compeny. The work in ang arsund the cosl mineg
at thot time vee often secarre. Gn e et heve been ehort of money
vhkich made it nNeceseary ror me to go tn work. 30 &t the age of eV
en years end three monthe I 0% mycelf & job at vhat wes called "pick-
ing elate",, at forty cente a dny ror ten houre work,
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That hes heen abnut ecevent Jeers ago ¢nd o for as I can
tuink back I bave heen en corebody’ e veyroll ever aince.

‘e only lived in Zdbley a ehort time when s new coal breker
wog bullt at a tovn dovn the V;;._l]e"y hy & man hy the neme of Stetler.
The town today 1e knowvn aa Duryea. '’e lived in Duryea only a rhorg
time, moving back to Sibley apgaln. In thoge daye the fother of one
or two or three eons ( who could vork in the "Breaker")vas riven a
better chance at a Job... aver the man vho vag alone, beecauce they
heeded or uped children in thore daye at euch lebor.

.
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“e remained in 3ibley cnd I vorked Tor the 3ibley & HeClure

Comeeny untll I wes marvied to Annie, on October 24 1693&“ During

ne period of age from ceven years and three month to nineteen yearg
and ten monthe, I did shout everrythlng that wae to be done in and out
of the bard coal mines, I vae clvays hle Ior my ~ge vith the result
that I was lnoked uron ase one thet wae able to do more then any one
elee. In Rieking vork fov myrelf I wag alwaye looking for jobe that
vere for much older boye than I . In faet a 1ot of nmen coyla not do
the Jjobe thot I dia earily. On the day thet I vas 13 years of age I
went to vork in the Sitley mine of » Job called "ninner" ot 75 ce.nte
& day Ior ten houre vork, During the rrevinue rix yeoare I hag already
done everything in and around the "Brakep! ag a "braker_Toy',

"e had a minlng bors by the neme of Tommy Cosgrove. He hagd
a big family of boye, come ag old 2 I was. He mede it poeasible for
me to get a "uipning® job  erorve I ves of the ege reqalred ( 14 years)
I only "nipsed" for a ehort time until I vae made a "mule-dariver-hoy!
2t £1.07 for s ten houre daye wnrk. In a very ehort time I rae gilven
a twvo-mule team to arive, at §1.75 cente for a ten-hour doy ke vork,
& very echort time later I heeceme ekilliful ng a mining -car-rummer, eo
I then got the ( vonderful eum) fo & $1.50 a dey for ten hours iahor.
I ran care for severpsl years vhefl I thought I vag shle to talie a coal
loading job, ro I took a leboring job +ith an Englishmen by the name
of Charly Booth in this vork, On each of the Jobe that I sought pro-
motion to, I eachy time had to coneult my boes, Tommy Coegrove, who esch
time diecouragzed me 1in the attem~te at each new Job becunre &fymy age
ond the labor wee harder., I woiked at this "laboring " Job for dome.
time snd for other miners in the losding, Tren I decidad that I ehoula
be o miner myrelf. 8o I fed ofin to gn beel to ny friend, Tommy Coe-
grove for advice, Thie fime i4 ves e onuch blgger proposition und ne
tried very much n digeoursye e becruce I was then only about 14 vears
ol age, However, ne decided tn let me go ahead and I continued to
vork the chamber the+t Charly Booth bed, { beecocnuce of hie 1liness he
bad to give it upl. I worked at the mlning job for only e year or
g0, Then on a Sunday morming of anrdl 22 ( I ean gee 1t z2¢ clear as
if it were today), the Job or STATICHARY TWETY BOLLER Tiring J#¥ opened
Up. S0 I thought I would like +'ir job, I heq rurely choeen g hard
Job thie time | There were thr¥teen boilers 4o he fired, conctantly,
{ coneietine of trelve cviinder bolisre snd nne hig locomnyive boiler).
Tiie etandar: ney Ior thic joh wvae feq month whigh vasg a 1ot of money
In thore dnye. Befppe I could get thie job I Fad, again to see my
Soee~ Tommy C-egrave. i had oulte o time to lncate the hoes but beine
a day pr tre after pey day, I took & chance ot finding him at Granny
Uonrne g "sreak_epey", I found him there ang
ence of Gramny lonroe'a liounr, be
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He did thie on sccount of my tender rge to teckle cuch & job that
only tn@ strongest and metuyre men could do. He pointed out the fact
that the summer before men at this Job had to be earried out, becauge
overcome with the heag. However at @ P.lis on this April 22, I had my
new Jjob,

An engineer by the bame of Billy Fallan rrent mogt of the
nignt with me %o teach ne the methodeg »f thie etationary boiller fire—
ing. I had to sdmit thot I ecarely knew the difference §%ween the
water nr steam coming from the gage cock of the boiler. “But in o very
short time I turned sut to be a gond firemen and never had any trouble.
I vorked at thie Tiring job ( getting it when I wag going on 18) for
a f'ev yeare after you wvere born. ''e lived at the head of NO. 4,Plain.
I vorked here until cometning went vrong with the eoulrnent ~high I
tried to fix but was unable to dn eo, with the reeult I loet the fir-
ing Jjoo, and had to 892 beek into the mineg. Trie lg the time I workeq
vith Den King ot the Katty-Did snd hipoorwill liinesg,

In ap mubh ag there was no future in the mine Job «nd my
femily wvag Increaeing snd we needed more money I sgain eought a pro-
motion in a Job thet woulq heve wore promice for the future. Bob
Cook »iid Alice livedn in Kendbam, Fa, One day after calling on them
I valked dovn to the Lackanwanna R.R. tracke oh my way home to NO..4
and there on a gide-track +ag one of their L0OO Clags locomotivee, fo
I made g thfoﬂrough,lnnewction of tie locomotive,I wag convinced that
I could learn to bugld one of thece mecuines. But the ouretion was,
"Where wae I going to learn to do 14197 Siortly thereafter I made o

trio to Bcrenton rna celled on the Sunerintendent of the Dixon Locep—
motive Torkg Ly the neme of Delsney — avery dletinguirhed looking gen-
tleman ond a fency dreegere——— come tn hie afficekﬁ%riped troureres &
cut-svay copt, I expleined my core to piim ag clearly as I could rud
net to work the next day. I vee hired ae a mechiniet'e helcer, with
the understadning that I vag to recieve inctructione in blue-nrint
reading and everything elee thet went vith leatfing the businege., The
daye vork wae 95 cente~ for 10 houre vork, Luckily I wag out with

a German mscpiniet who thorou:hly understaod the building of new loc—
omotiveas. He tnok g 1i¥king $o me :nd when I explsined to nhim what
I wanted to scecomnlish he made a ecpecial effort to help me wherever
he could. at my fether's howe ve never sroke &n thing elere but German,
This pleased the mechinict hecrure e epoke notning but Lroken Englieh
So with .my knowledge of Germen, thie enebled him to tesch me to read
the blue rrinte, which werescceentirl ond helped me in my later days,
This gave ne the orcortunity to learn to read, es % never hrd an opp-
ortunity to attend the public schoole.

I varked at the Dixnn nlent cuite = while in order to et
the knowledce that I fad o have t9 bulld e eteem locomotive. But I
Tound that the 95 cents a day rould not feed three ;1ittle mouthe =ng
Annde and mycelf.” 30 one morning, instesd ot gning to Scranton to vork
I vent don from home to a liew ¥York 2 Buesquehanna & Western,R.R. end
hired »ut ae a locomotive fireman, =nd went to work that ngﬁbﬂ’as nogt-
ler to learn nov to rire o locomotive. I vorked ot the hosteling job
for about three weekg when I vee aselgned to fire a locomotive. Thie
wes my etart in R.R. »ork. I not ouly learned to [ire a locomotive, I
aleo learned to run ~ne snd thie knovledge crme in very handy in later
years —-—- in thne Fa _dlvay Sunply busineae, Beginning in tke Fal1 -
til the next June e bed #11 the work we rould do. It wves not unueunl
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clxteen ~hour or» ékgaiev into erfect, Then they could mly ~ork
ue 16 houre end then ve vould heve ta fove elgit boure reet. Thie
20D peid $1.95 Tor ten honre work, By worting over t4ime putting in

° A grod meny extra hours this mobe tpe JOb & oretty gond maying one
compered to reet salariees, Senority ~revaled on thig kind of work
and I vae often kieclaq beel by men vho heg Fenority over me, By heine

QA et back, I had +o keep 0 ing eo I vent hoek hoetling wna 0 mpche
‘§ inist vork and often to cear-repaiia, A1l of thie exrerience  ovever,
ves very beneficinl tn me Beesure in additlon to locomatives I 1ag
able to runerviece car coietruetion -hich enebleq me to lecrn 511 about
clr “brake conetruction, The alr-Drelepe wore Just coming intn operegt-

ion ¢t thie time, I vorked for this R.R, CO. tvo veare, then I ent

®

ck to the Laclavanna a2t Zeranton and hireq nut ap a nackinet, at
c
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ente an hour., Thig wae in 1828 I vorred there until July 1, 1904,

+ Sunnly Compeny.

goin I eould neyep set very
Information shout hie impicdiste femily, hovever he peed to tell
ue Ikide rome funny etorien ebout “hot harveneq in Gernmany. fe vae e
Pruselen Germen rng claceed tie differapt Germans ae follore: Tiin
Pruecipens were the RighiDutch, then there vas 2 clase be called the
LovrDuteh and the Damm Duteh, 3t111 another clase called tlie "Schwope
end pnothier clags the "gnyep And the Heepione., The Heerjone wvere Sup-
coeced to be a bling race ( mayhe night blindnere) as my fother tellg
1t the; could not cee befare nine olelock in the morning.  Here ig one
o 0ig toles about the Heeclane, The Fraseiane Inowning ther verea
\\P1lind race ( at night) rlseed meny pilee of manure ( lik@ a line of
battle) alqng near the Heeccian line ond the Hereclane, not feeling well,
fired into’thie until they chot 211 thelr munltiong avay., o goes the
\fole.  The the Frueciane cantured tpeir vhole Army, “"hen we Fids
failed to eee eometiiing thet e ennyilg lizve reen pe wvoula alvays cs11
ue a " Blinder Hepclan', "Du blirt & hilinder Hegg!,

)
Golng beck to iy fether's gecord
3y much

J b
) i
:3 Then ir vhien T went vith the fronkiin R.R
9
Cn 8%t. Fatrick'e Day, i.cich 17, in 1821 t» 1882 mother pareed
evayy, and left fatoer with four Joung enildren on Ble hande. - I)a little
over elght, Ledna ( nldeet cicter) about rix, Dbrother John and’ ~istep \
Ameila { twine) about three yeare ot e, 50 there ve wvere - w3 Corc il
cay to day "in one hell of a £ix",  Father haq meny requests from many
of the neighbore who wanted to adoptus. Uy name ecoulad eeelly beve been
; Joe Willlamg heceouse a Temily by the name of Williame lived acroee the
ctreet from us and wanteg very much to cdorfme. fSut fotbher rae deter-
mined to keep ue together vwhleh he did ana for whieh I have often been
very gratéfrul.

In wlning com-unities like 3ibley, everyone was very friendiy
becauce they p2ll Enewv each other, A1l +he "Q%ﬁu o the community alllegd
themgelves behind Tetherp to helr him whehenﬁ they could. Yeeping us
kide cleen rvee g big job. 3o every Saturdsy, rometime during the day
or night & waech tubh wvee filled ond put into npwrafian, until we werpe
211l ecrubbed up. Jith the help:-of the neighbor women father becamgde
5 Very good tourekesper, lie Fee a wouderful Hread baker, end no one
could beke a loaf ag high ag dDie, g9 they liked bir bread en much that
they often brought piee and cekes in exchoenge for a loat o*—bread.

fether nevep mervied speln hut ke did hirve & houacekeener pgoa

1
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e long time. She ook Fach good care of us and vhen ehe left ue

ve miesed her even more than we did our real mother., Ye were older
and could avpreciate the need more for the cere. After che left

ve had to €o alone the bert we cnuld.,

Father's health broke down rhen he wag between fifty to Tift-Five
rears of age, go he could not work in the mines any more, Sut being
8 g00d gardnegr he put hie mind %o tiint. e had guite a PRILE/ D1
large peice of good growing lend ( belonging to . onr compeny house) and
Tather put thie to the best of uece in e11 good garden vegetables, In
the meantime, while I wag the only one working ( etill not thryteen
vearg) I hed advanced comewhat in what I weg dolng ro I earned more
than forty cente a day. In the meantime brother John bec:me olqg enough
to go to work, t0o which helpeq out & lot,

My experience with ‘Granny Honroe ( mentioned orevionaly) turned
out to be a very great help to ue, and quite an important infulence
in my life, Granny Mompoe wag vell up in her eeventies end wvas a tyn-
ical Irish character of rugged 1ndividualiem and no one dared to boeg
Ler.  “he hsd three or four gong of her owm but they were grown to
manhood so ehe prevajled in vain upon fether to acoptme, S0 I am
etill Joe Sinkler Instead of Joe Honrne, e only lived a chort die-
tance from her house, ang ag I mentioned befere rhe ren a "o eak-eagy",
in other worde eolg heer ahq vhicskey without a lidense. She was ae
torifty ee rhe wagp eccentric and alvare had several good millk cowg,
ducke, geece, agg chlckene, sng clenty of pags. She had to have help
end thet wvae why ehe vae an anxioue to adopt me. It vog arrenged that
on ldled daye or off hours from the "Breekere! I would vork for Granny.
I vould feed the Live-stock and ehe mould do the milking., I uered %o
do the cherning every ten dayg or co ana do a hundred other chores thet
had to be done around the place. JFop doing thie wvork for compengation,
I recieved all the sweet cream, mill, buttermilk we could uee. Every
time I churned ... Granny would ceasson the butter and I would get all
the butter end buttermilk thet we cnula uee betwesngd the chyyhings,
For hielping to ears for the geere, ducks end chilckens, we were given
ell uthe fresh hen'se erre we could ure. Begides, every Tittle whi%e
ene would give me o good, or duck or hen for home conking. In the Fall
of the year when thinge were Putchered, I wae well remembered in the
vey of freeh powvk., In addition to the above ehe would say, "Joey, do
Jou think your fether would 1like a little drink"? I would ray," Sure
“ramny, be likes a drink and the last time | by way of bopirh ealesman—
eolpd... I would acdd) he eeld it wee nice of you to think of him like
that." Then I would géf/d e given e pint of her beet whieckey ang
eonetines a godd-eized bncket of heer to telke home to father.

I continued working with Granny lionroe until from the time I
wae around nane until paat thirteen ryeara of age,.... tb?t ie, ag/ghﬂ
PAdd¢ vork, as I kept the "breslers! Job. 30 we , the 3inkler family
lived like Kinge A/vith ny work arrengemente with “renny, along with
my work 1n the "Brealjere" and feother' e good gardening an? baking....
alro brother John'e help.... ae he had a Boye Job with me on the Breaker,

Then I etearted 4o work Lor Grenny che called me tn her side
and eald, "Now, Joey, you knovw I run a freakeasy, selling vhickey ang
beer, vou will be helrping me 4o fill ordere. I om telling you ir 1

1
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8Ver hear or gee Jou taking a drink in My place, you wili have to
leave pe becauge T will neverp vant to eee yay a;aln. i Withethe
result that I never toucheqd g arop ever, not even vhen I wap no
1on@e? vorking forp her, when T grew up to Young m-nhood, Tben‘my
eeeocicrten went in, I never did, I never did lesrn what became or
aer, I dare £ay, ehe nuet have 1ifved +o he g hundred op more yearg
ol age, hecause ehe vag we1] up in the nineties,berore I lert the
S1ibley mines, She vag n wonderful woman in her way and a great one
for us, ghe furely took care of tne Sinklere vhen %ﬁey 20 bédly need—
ed & frieng, I chall nevep forget pep interest ang Liking for ne,
18 one or the Very few eventgul things in my ehildhood 1jre,

You were two or more yeare or €ge and Duteh was feveral monthe
old when my fatperp paseed on, at the age of 56 yearg, We buried hip
in Taylor, Fenn,, in the hew cemetery , Daddy ena Granny King wepe
aleo buried in the fame cemetery, linthep wag also burifed in Taykor
but in the nld Cemetary ... thet vag located on the mein street that
went through the torn orf Taylor_l 4 little vhite Chwech ig in the cen-
ter, but the tovn greyw around 4&, eo there Yes nn more room fop any
nore graves., 5o it vag fenced in ang Jurt left with the little Church
ftending, Al'ter fatpep'e funeral wag over, we gave up the home in
Sibley ang left it fop Good. I think I vag not beck more than once op
twice after we left. Thig cloree my boyhood lire end asg I think back
Over the years I anm grateful that myeell, my brother end my cisterg
vere able to look after my fatherp during his yeare vhen he wag unable
to work..... in a way to repay him for hig efforte in providing a home
for ue and keeping ue together after mother pasered awvay., After I
vag married, there fere very few daye I diq not Jook in on him, ang
the other children 1liveq vith bim ( my nlcer eirter until ebe vae mapr_
led-- hut ehe, too lonkeq after him). ‘e slpo were able to give him
a decent burisl,

I am often remindeq » blea thinking or my early working years
we te andodncluding trenty-three years, of what the Heeter, Jesya faid,
" Wheme] three are gathnereq together in my name there am I in the
midst of them", Hatt . 18:70, Feanlng aa I fuprore that he vage Zunarding
them, I muet have had a Guxsrdisn Angel looking after me. (.dur;ng the
Tiret twengy-three years of my vorking life). However by the time I
vas trenty-three or tventy—rfour Jears of age 211 the rast wag just go
macl: wvater over the dam. The firet thing I found that I bad to do  wag
td/at the beginning of my new plane was to get an education, becauge I
nad etarted work at the eorly age of reven ond never attended a public
echool. On October 24, 1894, when aAnnie and I were married in Bing-
bamton, lew York, I wag gcarcely able to write my name to the merriage
certificate. Aannie came to America wien ehe vea about nine yveare of
ege and landed in Ho. It ( Pa,) There vae a publiec shenol there ang
che attended this echonl until ehe wag fourteen or Tifteen years of oge,
Taie vae pbout the time I et ber, 3 od at weading eng wr&ting)
not good st Tiguree, in fect ehe alvaye hated flgures., I wag altbgether
different, hecayce I like the reading, vriting, and Tiguree, too go all
came eeey to me when I startéd 4o study them. The riret thing I diq
after I left the H.Y., Sueq, 2 Weetern R.R, and took up my new Job &g
machinet on the Lackowanna R.R.
union,

at Berantaon vaslto join the machinjet! .
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e ££111 livea In Ho. 4 ang artep aeplring th¢ the neciinet' e
Job, I walkeq five nr gix mlles each vay to work hecaupe I hegitateq
to move to Seranton PAGAUSE £0q fear I may not know enough to keep
the Job, aue to my lack ar 8ducation, Howvever, I managed and nade
nut alil right and we woved to Sersnton the next rummer, Yoy and Duteh
attended lo. 16 echoo « I do not xnow If ¢du remember that or not,

WO, Ihen we gnt fettled down in Seranton I #onr Un a correspondence

ccu;;;\ér the Internations1 Correenondence Schenl Ap 5crmntnn,(in 2.
mechinical couree.) It coet elther ¥50 or #60 | 1 vorked for wevers]
rearg and vae poing along very 5704 vhen one dey, very much to my eur-
rrise, Np, thillf the general engineer hoyee foreman cell pe into his
office end Fald, 'Joe, I an £0Ing to nele ¥OU geng fareman on pagcenger
end faet freicht cige np thie engine-house, " Trie sure etirred up g
bornet'e peet amnong ehont ‘hirty op thirtyerive ngine-hoyca mecninieto,
All eforte of Commente eterteq Tloating eround. I Ynew there vould he
£0 I tried to tet out or accenting the job by Fugeeeting o Mp, HeGilz
thet he give the job toH J4 mny Lurphy op Jne Kelly, or one ol %he RBiley
brotihere becaure they haa yap more ce2Rority on the road and were more
intitled tn tpe Job than I vag, hnvep-the_ieng Er, MeGill vould have
It no otpew VEy than/I/{#le¥ that I tare the Job. It -wan g trelve
hour & any Job, from & adis to 4 P, Hechiniet Joe Kelly remarked,
thet he econla not underetang how I adva%oed FO Tapldly hecauce vhen I
Tivet came op the job twn FRArR previoue¥fhat I 41d not ¥now an inech
nut from g nonkey wrench, I oonn disesvered in thle new job that my
galary wap 3eepiug under that or my previous Job, becaure it dicé not
provide over-time, as I could arrange or in +pe Jjob 1 prewiously had,
Since I vag looging money on the pew Jet, I pravialeg Wpomn e, Madig )
52 13t wa 0 back on the Tloor. Thie vpe arranged for me smndg I ateid
on tne floor vork until Mr., Elvin ; the megter mecbanist?yatpned a
greace lubricator to luvricate the 1ooomotive-ﬂri¥inc Journele, ( vith
cleace, lnetead of cotton and woni waste), I py & firet Elvin lub.
Ticator in Fervice that raas ever applled, snd did e11 the exrerisental
vork on it, Tiiie vae Trom 1200 4o J_;‘r")LL, when lip, Elvin made aw atri_
angeuent vith the Franl 1in R.R. SHrrdy Go. to martef the lubricator royp
Lime Thip put Doth lir, Elvin and nyeelf in tlhe roailvay fupply tueinege,
This built tie Franklin 1, R, Co. from g f2r, 060 c2neern toa #5,C00, 000
form the nerioa 0f 1% Gl %5 13 The Elvin lubricatop wag applied 4o
legive - P81l locomotives on every K.R., 1n the Unlted 3tsten and in
Cenada. ana 1 believe on the Hetional K.R, of kexico. ... and in atiil
going,

(\

-

The gang forenan job chnrea un my leek of edueation hecoype I
hed t9 do a lot of wrlting in MY reporte and aleo to resd the engineep!e
revorte. ( come nr them conld not mrite or erel} “hy better +hap I) I
often took home thea wory end ith Annjoe! g nelp rrepared them. She wag
& nreat help tn me opn there, Bnuety e morked gqptil after midnight,
Jith the rerult no e over gaed knew/'tie extent op wWoeduetion, Even
fir, Leti1l never knew, ir pe did, he fever fald anything, A I even had
the nerve +o put in my eonlication fop p wosition oe Mactere-machiznio et
Stroudsb@rg, PA'T believe I vould have gotten j+ had I eteld wigh thie
ralilroad, Hell, thip Bringce ne up to 120 ang finddhen My cereer with
the Laclawvanna FR.R. end started me into +he rajilvey sunply bueineegq,

So vhen I atarted +he railwvay furnlp bueinegp I vas sbout 29
yﬁaﬂs and eeven notphe of &ge end hag lers trenty_three YREPE of Hang
labor bebing pg, If you vant eontinued Information” 0 Flye \
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¥ vereonal nablte up to tie £58 of thadty or nore veare of

ezé were not toon had. Whilje F; Ler alwaeys bad olenty of ligua
and bheer at home, Jt never eppealed $o ue, Then ve lived In Scae
pxidn wisile I wqﬂ on r neng foremen Job, » man by thb hnnw.nf

X Bigge , eleo a
-nl OuYr vay
apereted b

BEng lorenun in the O"Mﬁ enzline houee ﬁh>uld
bome Fn,r0¢a71\ u-1ﬂr=”“'hl hte, ﬂrnn into a ﬂﬂlhnn

¥ an Irnﬂhmﬁn hy (hﬁ neme of Lﬂrﬁip on Lackawanna Avenue
and beve a few Geere, Tha vef the extent of my indulgence for
ceveral weeke ( I mean fov reversl weelke apart). Drinking on

the Luc”"ranne R.R. ®ither on or orfr duty vag o divect violdtion #L
Rule &,"and rubject to dlefddmicral if cne over Indulged.

could never omoke asnd vork at fhe come fime eo never cultlvated
the babit until I went into the R.E. Supnly buelnepa.

ell, the toregoing sbout covere my verformenceg from about
1374 to 1900,

Todey ie the fivet orf arril, ~nd eo far ve have had no
Svring westher - the temperature hovers around the 40 to A0 degrees
expect one dsy when it wape up to 76,

Thic coming Sunday will be Ereter,, and after thile it wont he
very Long until you znd Jﬁ" will be romjub Iorth agaln, Hank, Flor-
ence, Bet and the kiddies are ell fine. Plorence and Faule "lll be
hn.vin, a birthday rext weelk, "' ula w11l be eix, my how the time
dnee fly. BStella end nyeelf are going along 0.\. e neve ponin en-
Joyed o very comfortahle winter in ‘n)ﬂ r~“rtmﬁnt but we hope to
zet to Flowlds by next winter. It i now 2 P.ii. ,9dn9°dlg, April 1,
and we have juet rec@bved your very niece basket of Florida frmit. We
beven't even opened it yet, but the outeide sure looks good. B0 with
meny thiakkae Lrom Stelle nd me for raue.... we +ill be elioying 1t
end thinking of you v rsjls‘ dxng eg.

V'ell, thie w11l be 211 for now, megbe I had better ray, a
rlenty for now .
Yirhing you end Jay a Happy Eegter,

o

with love,
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Photo and captions courtesy of Kelly Sinkler

Joe and his co-workers on the railroad. He was very tall at 6’5%ish, | think he is the tall guy standing on
the ground in front of the train, third from right. When Joe moved to Chicago, he eventually opened or ran
a railway supply business on Michigan Avenue and ran that for the rest of his career.
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Photo and captions courtesy of Kelly Sinkler

Annie and Joe with a train in the background. The photo was from his railway supply store days; thus,
Annie and Joe appear older.
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Received July 16, 1880,
Note A.—The Census Year begins June 1, 1870, and ends May 51, 1880. =
Note B.—All persons will be included in the Enumeration Who were living on the Ist day of June, 1880. No others will. Children BORN SINCE
June 1, 1880, will bo OMITTED. Members of Families who have DIED SINCE June 1, 1880, will be INCLUDED.
Note C.—Questions Nos. 13, 14, 22 and 23 are not to be asked in respect to persons under 10 years of age.

SCHEDULE |.—Inhabitants in Julictn Ul Setaito. ., in the County of lrcttoanna..... , State of (/ﬂ;ud;//mw
enumerated by me on the &ﬂy pmnt, day of June, 1880.
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Norr: D.—In maki s i colamas 9, 10, 11, 12, 16 to 23, an affrmative mark oaly will be ased—thus / , exceptin the case of divorced persous, columu 11, whee the letier D" ie 1o be used.
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1880 Census
Courtesy of Kelly Sinkler



