UpcoMING PRoGRAMS AND EVENTS

NOVEMBER 5 The PA Coal Company’s Gravity Railroad Through the Eyes of Alson Vandervoort
Ilustrated lecture by Kurt Reed, 2:00 p.m. at the Catlin House (see page 4)

NOVEMBER 10  Annual Regional Book Fair Authors’ Reception
Don’t miss this exciting opportunity to meet NEPA’s most fascinating authors,
7:00 p.m. at the Catlin House (see page 5)

NOVEMBER 11  Annual Regional Book Fair
Start your holiday shopping now for the local history lover in your life!
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the Mall at Steamtown (see page 5)

NOVEMBER 15  Red Cross First Aid Commemoration
Opening reception, student exhibit, and dramatic presentation relating Lackawanna County’s
role in the development of First Aid and its founder, Dr. Matthew Shields.
Fee for Performance: $5.00 Sponsorship support from Lackawanna Heritage Valley Authority
6:00 p.m. at the Red Cross Building /7:30 p.m. performance at the Century Club

DECEMBER 3 Meet General Meade, Pennsylvania’s Great Military Commander and Citizen
By Pennsylvania Humanities Council Speaker Anthony Waskie, Ph.D.,
Assistant Professor Temple University, Civil War historian and a specialist
on Meade’s life and career. Sponsored by the Scranton Public Library
2:00 p.m. at the Catlin House

DECEMBER 7/8 Holiday Open House at the Catlin House
Members-Only on Thursday evening, General Public on Friday evening
7:00 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the Catlin House (see page 6)
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The Lukasik Brothers
By Dan Glodek

Over the years, was immersed in the routine of his studies,
countless cities, when the somber voice of the radio broad-
towns, and ham- | caster announced that his brother, Captain
lets have proudly | Bernard Lukasik, an Air Force pilot, had been
erected monu- killed.
ments and memo- | The young cadet wasted no time in seeking
rials honoring | the facts. His brother had been shot down
their war dead and while giving supporting fire for friendly
enshrining those ground forces from South Viet Nam. His ef-
who distinguished forts went above and beyond the call of duty.
themselves in the Making one daring pass at a hostile and heav-
service of their - ~ 40 ily-armed enemy with his vulnerable T-28 air-
country. Dickson Maj. Bernard F. Lukasik | craft would have taken sheer guts. Capt. Lu-
City is no excep- kasik made six passes.

tion. One family in particular, the Lukasik fam-
ily, etched its name in the annals of the bor-
ough’s history.

The Lukasik’s humble household included
four brothers and one sister. The three older
brothers sought careers in the Air Force.

In 1964, John, the third brother, was a cadet at

the United States Air Force Academy at Colo-
rado Springs, Colorado. After two years of
study at the University of Scranton, he received

his Congressional appointment to the Academy

from Representative Stanley Prokop. Those
days proved to be significant to our escalating
involvement in Viet Nam.

During the early sixties, our military forces
were engaged in a tenacious advisory role to
the unstable government of South Viet Nam.
Little by little, those first steps slowly led to a
giant leap into a long and very unpopular war.
Fifty eight thousand American lives were lost.

One February evening, Cadet John Lukasik

The confirmation of his death was a paralyz-
ing reality, not only for his family, but for all
those who knew him. As fate would have it,
he was one of the first casualties from north-
eastern Pennsylvania in this war.

Ironically, the day prior to his death, Capt.
Lukasik had daringly flown his T-28 in an at-
tack against Viet Cong troops. During the
course of their attack, the flight leader was
shot down and made a crash landing. Capt.
Lukasik followed him down and made sure
that the pilot was clear of his burning plane.

Only after being assured of his leader’s
safety did he return to the air. He made sev-
eral passes at the encroaching enemy. Even
after expending all of his ammunition, he con-
tinued to make dry runs, keeping the V.C. at
bay until other fighters came to his assistance.
Lukasik continued until he was certain that
endangered airmen were out of harm’s way.

Only then did he leave Continued on page 11
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FROM OUR PRESIDENT

Dear Fellow Historians,

Please accept my sincere thanks for your partici-
pation in our Fundfor the Future annual
campaign. Chairperson Kathy Keating and her
committee have done an outstanding job. To date,
we have raised $4910.00.

Our recent trip to Gettysburg was great fun. The
group enjoyed a superlative tour of the battlefield
by Gary Roche, who is a retired battlefield guide,
and the great, great grandson of Medal of Honor
winner Patrick De Lacy. Our road trips are
always exciting, and this was an exceptional one
(see photo on page 11).

So many of our members tell me that they truly
enjoy all that their membership has to offer. My
candid response is: “Thanks to our staff and volun-
teers. They are what makes our organization
stand out in all our endeavors.” If you are not
active in our Society, please call us! Volunteer!

As the end of the year approaches, I would like
to thank you for your continued support and hope
to see you at our Members Only Christmas Open
House on December 8th.

Sincerely,
Alan Sweeney

About Membership... Membership privileges include unbimited access to the
Society kbrary, 10% discount in our bookstore, advance notice and invitations to all Society ac-
tivities, special members-only programs and the guarterly newsletzer. Attached is a member-
ship form you can use to renew your membership or give to a friend or neighbor
who is interested in joining. Please retum it to: The Lackawanna Historical Soci-
ety at 232 Monroe Avenue, Scranton, PA 18510

......................................................................................................................

LACKAWANNA HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FORM

[ Student $10 NAME
0 Individual $25
[ Family $35 ADDRESS

O Contributing ~ $75
[ Sustaining $150
[ Silver Corporate $250 TELEPHONE
O Gold Corporate $500
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the battle area and head for home base.

For being instrumental in saving the lives of
the two crewmen, Capt. Lukasik was recom-
mended for the Air Force Cross, the second
highest military award for heroism. To com-
plement this distinguished decoration, he also
earned two Air Medals for consecutive periods
of sustained service in armed conflict: the Pur-
ple Heart for wounds received in combat; and
the Air Force Commendation Medal for service
beyond normal duties.
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In further recognition, President Lyndon B.
Johnson sent two letters to Capt. Lukasik’s
widow, Joan. In them, the Commander-in-
Chief expressed the gratitude of a grateful na-
tion. As an additional act of acknowledgement,
Congressman Joseph McDade of the Tenth
Congressional District, introduced the circum-
stances of the Captain’s heroics and death into
the Congressional Record on March 2, 1969.

This family’s amazing story of dedication,
courage, and loss will continue
in the next issue of our Journal.

September Sojourn Enjoyed by All

¥ On September 24th & 25th, the Society hosted a trip to
Gettysburg. Tour Guide Emeritus Gary Roche & his cousin
Anthony DeLacy, both descendants of Scranton Civil War
Medal of Honor Recipient Patrick Delacy, greeted the LHS
group to provide a special outlook of the battlefield’s his-
tory. The group is pictured at left and includes Anthony
Delacy, Howard “the bus driver,” Joan Glowinski,
| Virginia Marker, Bob Booth, Mary Jane Memolo, Dalida
O 'Malley, Ann Gilmartin, Ann Marie O 'Hara, Bunny Golo,
Mary Lou Davis, Mary Ann Moran, Sharon Gallo, Gary
Roche, and Frank Gallo. Missing from the photo is Bob
Savakinus, our photographer! Thanks to everyone who
joined the Society for this adventure, and special thanks to
Mary Theresa Connolly for planning the trip.

Member Feedback Needed on Fundraising Event

The LHS is considering a special event with
TNT. The play An American Wife, by Michael
Downend and Karen Blomain, is set in the
Scranton area just after World War II.

A soldier comes home to his Irish family
with a Polish bride. The audience is taken
through a year in their lives as they get to
know one another again after having been
immutably changed by the War. Sweet,
funny, and true to life, it flows through time
and space like a song from the era.

This March 23rd fundraiser for the Society
will be $30. The price will include an opening
night ticket, pre-show concert and reception,
with an exclusive playwright Talk Back with
Michael Downend and Karen Blomaine.

In order for the program to succeed, we
need to sell at least 50 tickets. Therefore, we

are asking our members to fill out the form
below and let us know if you would be inter-
ested in attending.

Mem urve
Check appropriate item(s) below:

___Yes 1 would be interested in attending this
March 23rd fundraiser event

I know of ___people who would also be in-
terested in this event

___No, I would not be interested in attending
this March 23rd fundraiser event

Mail your survey to:
Lackawanna Historical Society
232 Monroe Ave.
Scranton, PA 18510
Or you may respond by calling the Society at
344-3841 or emailing us at lhs@albright.org
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FUND FOR THE FUTURE 2006

Miners

Mr. & Mrs. John Walker, Waverly
Iron Puddlers

Mr. & Mrs. Alan Sweeney, Scranton

Acker Associates/Peggy McLaine, Moscow
Mr. & Mrs, William Henkelman, Lake Ariel

Silk Throwers

Krisa & Krisa PC/John Krisa, Blakely

Mr. & Mrs. Walter Ermolovich, Taylor (in Memory of Leo Walsh)

Delores Bray, Clarks Summit

Kathleen Burns, Scranton

Dr. & Mrs. Thomas Cawley, Lake Ariel
William M. Davis, Jermyn

Judy DeSarro & Robert Snyder, Clarks Summit
Thomas Doherty, Scranton

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Horger, Clarks Summit
Eugene J. Kane, Sr., Dalton

Mary-Beth Krogh-Jespersen

David G. Jones, M.D., Allentown

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Lewis, Waverly

Breaker Boys

George Lynett, Scranton

William F McDonnell, Dalton

Matthew S. Mackie, Jr., Clarks Summit
Maria Monzona, Scranton

Gino Mori, M.D., Scranton

Northeast Transit Inc. Scranton

Dalida A. O'Malley, Clarks Green
Scartelli General Contractors, Inc., Taylor
Mr. & Mrs. William Scranton, Scranton
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Tripodi, Scranton

Mr. & Mrs. James Vipond, Waverly

All:American Trophy Co., Scranton
Bolus Freight Systems, Inc., Scranton
Jeanne A. Bovard, Fleetville

F. Warren Breig, Jr. & Carol M. Fells, Dalton
Ellen Burkhouse, Scranton

Jane Dakin, Scranton

Robert Donovan, Scranton

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Eckersley, Greentown
James T. Fleming, Waverly

William Frederickson, Avoca

Joseph Fennewald, Scranton

Martin Gilgallon, Jermyn

Gar & Tish Kearney, Dunmore

Judith M. Keller, Scranton

Edwin M. Kosik, Moscow

Dennis Kryzanowski, Dunmore

Chester Kulesa, Greenfield

Mr. & Mrs. Mark McDade, Scranton

Mr. & Mrs. Richard MacGregor, Lake Ariel
Mr. & Mrs. James Nasser, Scranton
James B. Nicholas, Clarks Summit
Barbara D. Noto, Moscow

Mr. & Mrs. John Ochman, West Pittston
Barbara O’Malley, Scranton

Mr. & Mrs. Louis Ott, Clarks Summit
Vera Jean Pace, Scranton

Elaine Pencek, Scranton

Leni Piasky, Clarks Summit

Paul Rosenberg, Scranton

Leah D. Rudolph, Clarks Summit
Schiff's Food Service Inc. (S.A.), Taylor
Linda Scott, Clarks Summit

Casey Thomas, Taylor \
Richard Wilson, Scranton
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NEW MEMBERS

Contributing
Linda Darby, Larkspur, CA
3XE Technical Solutions
Family
Vincent C. & Ella Marie McGraw, Clarks Summit
Individual
John R. Flannigan, Fern Park, FL.
Judith Frantz, Scranton
Fran Hays, Homent, CA
Doug Latsch, Morris Plains, N.dJ.
Kathryn P. Mailen, Scranton
Anita Marasca, Scranton
Patrick J. Tobin, Scranton
John Zlotucha, Dickson City
Colleen Carter, Clarks Summit
Student
Kristen M. Gillot

Honor Extended
To Ella Rayburn,
on the occasion of her retirement
From Sue Razdilski & friends attending her
retirement dinner

Memorial
In memory of Eric Axford
From Nancy Stahler
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Society Welcomes New Faces

Tiffany Goldy has joined us as our new
Yellowwood student. A bright and eager
young woman, Tiffany helps with scanning,
filing, photocopying, correspondence, and
counts donations and tallies deposits. Tiffany
has learned the library’s ordering system and
is in charge of keeping the library in order.

A Senior this year, Tiffany is planning her
future by investigating local physicians assis-
tant and dental assistant programs.

Tiffany is a polite and professional young
woman, and we are very pleased to welcome
her as an addition to our staff.

We are also pleased to welcome new intern
Steven Jenks. A graduate student in history
at the University of Scranton, Steven is
assisting with research pertaining to the
Society’s new weekly column in the Scranton

Times, as well as assisting Bob Booth with
filing newspaper articles, and even helping
out with a living history production. He has
proved a great help to the office staff, and is
gaining valuable experience and insight into
the operations of a small historical society.

New volunteer Andrew Ponti, a Secondary
Education and History major at the U. of S.,
has been assisting Bob Booth with research
requests and helping out with office duties.
Much thanks to Andrew and to all of our
hard-working volunteers!

Volunteer of the Year Honored

The Society honored its own Robert Booth as
Volunteer of the Year at the Annual Dinner,
which was held on September 6th at the
Radisson Lackawanna Station hotel.

Since joining the Society last year, this
retired English teacher has been handling
in-coming research requests. He utilizes the
Society’s library, as well as the Albright
Memorial Library, the Weinberg Memorial
Library, and various Cemetery and other
records in his work.

His duties have had him corresponding with
people all over the United States and as far

away as Wales! Bob is always helpful and
professional.

In addition to fulfilling research requests,
Bob gladly pitches in to answer phones or
greet visitors when the office gets hectic. We
have come to rely on him greatly.

In addition, we have grown very fond of this
man, and affectionately call him “Uncle Bob.”

Bob Booth is a wonderful addition to the
Society, and we are proud to have honored
him this year.

On behalf of the entire Historical Society,
Bob, we sincerely thank you!!
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FALL PROGRAMS AND EVENTS

Ghost
And

Other Scars Stories
oct'ober 28
8:00 p.m.

-Faglor Memorial Chureh
Seuth Main Street, Tag)or

Limited seating to the first 85 guests
Donations will be acccptdl to benefit the Taglbr Beautification Committee

Watch for some familiar faces from Fast Payer productions!

Not recommended for children under 12 years of age!

¥ o Ye

The PA Coal Company’s Gravity
Railroad Through the Eyes

of Alson Vandervoort

Alson Vandervoort worked on the Gravity
all his life. His first job was the laying of the
track. The only known person to have worked
for the Gravity from start to finish, he ended
his career with the Gravity R.R. when he
helped remove the track.

A slide show presentation by Kurt Reed will
be held on Sunday, November 5 at 2:00 p.m.
at the Catlin House.

Mzr. Reed is a lifetime resident of Wayne
County. Descending from some of the earliest
settlers, he has a passion for his local history.
Mzr. Reed has lectured throughout the coun-
try. Join us for this afternoon event.

Society Receives Grants

The LHS is happy to
announce that we are the re-
cipients of a Pennsylvania HEEHVE
Partners in the Arts (PPA) R
grant, in the amount of $5,597, to support
arts programming. PPA is the regional arts
funding partnership of the Pennsylvania
Council on the Arts, a state agency. State
government funding comes through an an-
nual appropriation by Pennsylvania’s Gen-
eral Assembly and from the National Endow-
ment for the Arts, a federal agency. PPA is
administered in this region by the Scranton
Area Foundation. .

The LHS has also received $10,000 in

General Operating Support from the Pennsyl-

vania Historical and Museum Commission.
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THIS DAY IN HISTORY
The following appeared in Cricket magazine:

Nov. 1890

“Intelligence has been received by Judge
Hand to the effect that the plans for the
Albright Memorial building have been
altered, and that the edifice will be con-
structed of Indiana gray limestone, instead of
brick as originally intended. It is expected
that work will be commenced in a few weeks
on the foundation, which is to be finished this
winter, and that the superstructure will be
completed next spring. The amount sub-
scribed for the purchase of books to date is
$24,735.”

“The event of the season...was the presenta-
tion of Carmen by the Emma Juch operatic
Company” at the Academy of Music.

“Lewis Morrison delighted large audiences
with his impersonation of the polished and
good-humored devil in Faust, and the lover of
scenic effects was more than satisfied with
the mechanical contrivances and copious
supply of fireworks that formed important
features of the occasion.

2006 ANNUAL DINNER A
SMASHING SUCCESS

On Sept. 6th, the Society partnered with
Scranton Community Concerts for A/ the Big
Stars Perform in Scranton’ America’s First
Community Concert Association.

Thanks to program presenters Chris & Bar-
bara Norton, to Doug Smith & Lexington En-
tertainment for providing the musical inter-
ludes, to the Trustees and staff of Community
Concerts, and to Pennsylvania Council on the
Arts and the Scranton Area Foundation for
its continued funding of arts programs such
as this.

Please see page 4 for additional
Information on our most recent PPA award.
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SOCIETY DOCUMENTS
PHOTOGRAPHED FOR
NATIONAL PROJECT

The Society has had the honor of having
two documents from its collection photo-
graphed as part of a national project. The
Papers of Abraham Lincoln is'a long-term
project dedicated to identifying, imaging, and
publishing all documents written by or to
Abraham Lincoln during his lifetime (1809 to
1865). The documents are published both
comprehensively in electronic form, and selec-
tively in volume form.

The Papersis made up of three series:
Series —Legal Paper—documents from
Lincoln’s quarter-century legal career;

Series II—Illinois Papers—correspondence
and all other non-legal documents prior to
Lincoln’s inauguration;

Series IT[—Presidential Papers—
correspondence and other records from
Lincoln’s presidency.

The documents from the Society’s collection
include a commission and an appointment,
both signed by President Lincoln. They were
added to Series III, the Presidential Papers.

ORDER YOUR CATLIN
REPRODUCTION

If you are an admirer of the paintings of
George Catlin, you will be interested in this
special opportunity. From among our collec-
tion, the Society has chosen three prints to be
digitally reproduced by Lizza Studios. The
prints are:

I-Group of North American Indians

2-Buffalo Hunt Approaching in Ravine

8- Buffalo Hunt Chasing Back

Printed on high-quality acid-free paper,
these 14 1/2 x 21 inch prints sell for $125
each. Call or stop by the Society to order your
print.
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FAITHFUL TO OUR HERITAGE
PART III
By David Ackerman

This third article in a series that highlights the contributions of our various houses of worship
focuses on our Jewish heritage.

The Jewish community in Scranton dates back to the Golden Era when the coal industry was
at its peak. Industrial growth brought with it a need for businesses and services. A number of
these needs were filled by Jewish merchants who arrived from European countries. Families
such as Oppenheim, Samter, and Hoden contributed greatly to the city’s economy, and their
names are still known to us.

Jewish families in the area founded a number of different congregations. From 1845 to 1860, a
group of dedicated Jewish men met at Alhambra Hall on the 400 block of Lackawanna Avenue.
These men conducted services with the various members acting as
religious leader. An interesting anecdote is that, during the high i
holidays, the only house of worship for them was in the city of i
Wilkes-Barre. They would travel in a covered wagon for the trek. The _&
journey was taken by the men only. Women were exempted from
worship service until 1868. The journey was fraught with danger, in-
cluding attacks by Indians. ; -

The oldest existing congregation in the city is Anshe Hesed, which | T
had its first permanent home at the Linden Street Temple in 1867. ; -
Later, it moved to the Madison Avenue Temple. The congregation i
now has its home at Temple Hesed, located on Knox Road near Lake §
Scranton. Its stained glass windows depict the insignias of the origi-
nal Twelve Tnbes of Israel and the regalia worn by the high priests
= of ancient Israel.
el The oldest and largest Conservative congregation in Scranton is Temple
-7 Israel. Conservative Judaism was conceived in Germany. In America, the
&2 Conservative Movement grew out of the protest against the Reform Jews’ de-
il viation from the traditional approach. This congregation was founded in
g 1921. Until 1926, it made its home on Linden Street. Then, it moved to its
# new home on the corner of Monroe Avenue and E. Gibson Street. It is the
only Conservative Temple in Scranton.

Temple Beth Shalom on Clay Avenue ==
is home to Scranton’s Orthodox congrega- i
tion. Anshe Sfard was founded in 1892, '
and later merged with the B’nai Israel congregation, which
in turn merged with Linden Street Temple. The congrega-

tion began construction of Beth Shalom about 1965.
- Other congregations in the area’s history include Temple
Israel in Dunmore; the Linden Street Shul; the Penn Ave-
nue congregation, later named Penn Monroe Shul; Bichor Chalim Shul; Ohav Zedek, and the
Red Shul.

These congregations are part of the rich history of our area, whose 1mm1grants brought with
them the religions that meant so much to their lives and their heritage. They remain an nnpor
tant part of life in Lackawanna County today.

Madison Avenue Temple

Temple Israel

Temple Beth Salom |
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RECENT EVENTS

Children Enjoy Kids' Day

The Society held its first ever Kids at the
Catlin House on Saturday, September 30.
Volunteers Leni Piaski and Joanne Kavulich,
along with Ann Marie O’Hara, entertained
the children in period dress with period-
appropriate games. With rapt attention, the
children listened as volunteer Karen Tickner,
also in period dress, read from the diary of
fifteen-year-old Alice Scranton.

The children enjoyed the day so much that
they did not want to leave!

The Society received this lovely note from
one of the mothers:

Dear Mary Ann & Staff —

Fhank you so much fox hosting “Kids at the
Catlin Fouse.” My daughters, Casey & Hate,
kad a fabulous time. They wexre so very inter-
ested & learned a Cot.

Please feep us in mind for future programs.
Fhey can’t wait to. come back.

Sincerely,
Gretclien Welby

Dunmore Walking Tour a Success

On October 1st and 8th, the Lackawanna
Historical Society conducted its 10th annual
Dunmore Cemetery Walking Tour with the
Past Players.

This year’s event was something of a
mystery tour, as the guests did not know who
they would encounter along the fourteen
stops of the tour.

Personalities portrayed included Mayor
Ezra Ripple, baseball player and World War I
veteran David Owen Williams, Mrs. John
Cleland, Irving Finch, and Nellie Kellet, a
crowd favorite.

Thanks to Dunmore Cemetery and the Past
Players for making the event our most
successful ever. Cast members included: Julie
Esty, who wrote and directed this year’s
program, Megan Esty, Doug Forrer, Chester
Kowalski, John Moran, Joan Glowinski,
Jennifer Ochman, Tom Cipriano, Bridget
Conlogue, Nelson Wood, Jackie Wood,
Christopher Wood, Karen Tickner, and Kelly
Kirchner.

To the entire cast: Bravo!
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Celebrate the Season in LHS Style
Wonters Onty Sty Cpon s

On December 7th at 7°00 p.m.
the Lackawanna Historical Society
will host its annual Members Only Open House.
Don’t miss this wonderful chance to see the Catlin House shine.

Please note that we will also conduct the election of 2007 Officers and Trustees
at 7:15 p.m. during the Open House, slate to be announced.

Santa Ron & the Brass Elves will provide musical entertainment beginning at 7-30

A% Books Make Great Holiday Gifts

Consider These Titles for
Your Gift List

North American Indians:

Mayor Wenzel Announces
Release of New Book

Scranton’s Mayors, a history of the *‘
mayors of Scranton, will be released to George Catlin *
the public on October 25th at 7:00 p.m. . .
in the City Council chambers. The Eikande Eﬁ? 91\5/§atth1essen i
proceeds from the first 50 copies will be
donated to the Lackawanna Historical Stories From the Mines
Society. ) by Greg Matkosky *

Written by Mayor David Wenzel, & Thomas M. Curra
Scranton’s 27th mayor, the book ($29.99) *
contains short biographies of early
mayors of Scranton, as well as more
extensive coverage of the mayors from By Ruth Kellogg McCurdy
Hanlon forward. & Flora Sell Coan

Presently, there are five living ($12.00)
former mayors: Judge James Walsh,

Eugene J. Peters, James B. McNulty,

Wenzel, and James Connors. Along

with current Mayor Chris Doherty,

each of the mayors will read passages ‘
from the book and sign copies. The
public is invited to attend.

Overbrook Town Shop Recipes

Don’t forget these favorites:
SCRANTON

WISH YOU WERE HERK
GATEWAY TO THE CLOUDS
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DIARY REVEALS

Among the Society’s holdings is
the 1869 diary of Alice Scranton, fif-
teen-year-old daughter of Joseph
Hand Scranton, who lived in the old
Scranton Estate. The pages contain
interesting details of a daily life.

Mr. Scranton’s business often took
him to New York, and on January
20th, he sailed on the “Steamer
Cuba” for Liverpool, England.

A common means of getting around
town was walking, and Alice seems
always to have been walking to and
from town on errands for her mother.
A trip to Nettleton’s store resulted in
a new pair of shoes for $6.00.

The street car, buggy, and sleigh
made weather a constant concern,
and many of Alice’s entries report
snow, sleet, ice, and mud.

The winter brought fun, though.
Skating was a common pastime, and
the swamp where the Courthouse
now stands was a popular spot.

Among the Scranton family’s
friends, Alice lists a number of recog-
nizable names. She writes of calling
on Jennie Albright, whose family
would be the namesake of the
Albright Memorial Library.

The name of Mrs. Catlin appears
often. This would refer to the first
Mxrs. Catlin, the former Mary
Archbald. Alice writes of calling on
Mrs. Catlin and of walking home
from church with her on a number of

DETAILS OF SCRANTON’S PAST
By Karen Tickner

occasions. Dr. Isaiah Everhart’s name
appears several times, as the family
called for him whenever there was ill-
ness or injury. Alice’s January 14th
entry notes that the good doctor
attended her little brother Louis
when he broke his arm playing on
some rocks behind the family home.
On that date, Dr. Everhart also
enjoyed some activities with the
Scranton family. Alice even mentions

that he had gone skating with her on *
one occasion.

Perhaps the most notable name in

Alice’s diary appears when she

writes, on March 4, 1869, that “Grant

was inaugurated President of the

United States this noon.” This entry

goes beyond portraying the everyday

life of a young Scranton girl by show-

ing her response to national events.

Yet, the details of Scranton do
bring that period of our history to life
for the modern reader.

These details revealed in Alice’s di-
ary give us a direct link to the people
and places of our heritage, making
the connection real through the eyes
of a young girl who lived it.

As I continue through the days of
Alice’s diary, I look forward to dis-
covering more and more interesting
details of life in nineteenth century
Scranton as it was expenenced by
this young lady.




